LETTER TO  COURT

into the following contracts for this purpose, to be fulfilled in the course
of the approaching fair season, viz,,

Consultation i4th     With   Mr.   John   Fergusson   for   rice   240,000   bags
April.                       at sicca rupees 6-1 2 per bag.

7th July.                With Mr. J. Beatson for 50,000 bags at sicca rupees

6-12 per bag.

With the Honourable Robert Lindsay 45,000 bags at
sicca rupees 6-12 per bag.

4th August.            With Mr. W. Wodsworth for Balasore rice 15,000 bags

at sicca rupees 6 per bag.

With Mr. W. Bruere for 5,000 bags of wheat, 5,000 bags

of grain, 2,500 bags of pease, 1,000 bags of colloy [sic]

isth May.              to   be  delivered  at   Madras   before   the  monsoon   in

October, at 9-4 per bag.

With Mr. J. L. Auriol for the like articles at the same
price.

99.    Mr. R. W. Wood, who had been prevented from compleating his
contract for the dispatch of rice to Madras in February last, on account

of the French ships then in the Bay, was, at his parti-
^ Consultation 14^1 cuiar desire, released from his obligation after we had

accepted the first of the above proposals. This was
also a saving to the Company as the rate stipulated with him was 7 sicca
rupees per bag for rice laden and dispatched from this river at the Com-
pany's risk.

100.    As Mr. Wood obtained his contract not in consequence of pub-
lic proposals but by means of a private offer which we deemed reasonable
and accepted, we must remark that his desire of being released from it
affords a strong proof that such contracts have not been granted to serve
individuals but entered into solely with a view to the advantages of the
public.

101.    We have advised you of the endeavours we used and the success
we met with in establishing through the channel of Gopaul Doss, the
principal shroff of Benares, houses at Massulipatam and Fort St. George,
also intermediate agencies at Cuttack, Naugpore, Aurangabad and Hydera-
bad, for the purpose of securing a remittance at all times for the service
of the army in the Carnatic; and the shroff agreed to make them com-
petent to the negotiation of 5 lacks of rupees per month if required.

As his agents have experienced so many obstructions in their
business from the dilatoriness of the mint at Massulipatam/and the refusal
of the Council there to receive the payments tendered at the current and